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SEE CHRISTMAS MASSES TIMETABLE 
Warragul Saturday Vigil:                                         7.00pm 
Warragul Sunday:                                                     9.00am  
Drouin Sunday:                 10.30am 
Neerim South Saturday:                                          5.30pm  

 
Weekday Mass Times 

 
Monday:  Warragul 9.30am 
Tuesday: Drouin    9.30am 
 Warragul  5.30pm 
Wednesday: Warragul   9.30am 
Thursday: Drouin       9.30am 
Friday: Warragul     9.30am 

 

PROPOSED INTRODUCTION OF A  
VOLUNTARY EUTHANASIA BILL TO  

PARLIAMENT VICTORIA 
 

Bishop Pat O’Regan writes: 
“The announcement of the above by Victorian 
Premier, Mr Daniel Andrews, is disturbing. As in 
the case with the so-called same sex marriage 
issue there has been very little informed debate 
about what it is that people are calling for when 
they say want the ‘right’ to participate in voluntary 
euthanasia. 
 
While at the recent ICEL meeting in Washington 
the Bishops of England and Wales spoke of their 
own struggle with how best educate people about 
the differing aspects involved in this issue. Often 
the whole notion of Palliative Care is never  
discussed nor are the advanced ways of treating 
pain. It would appear to be the same in .England 
and Wales as it his here. 
 
As a response to this they have created a  
website: www.artofdyingwell.org  
to assist in this educative role about all of the 
issues around this important issue.” 
 
In ’the Good Old Days’ we were accustomed to 
‘praying for a good death’, with St. Joseph as our 
patron in such things. Might it be a time again to 
reflect on the way we continually deny the reality 
of death and thus in a different way deny the  
reality of eternal life. 
 
Another resource that may be of assistance for us 
as we prepare for 2017 is the document, Real 
care, love and compassion, which the Australian 
Bishops have produced  to assist people in their 
thinking. It can be found at: 
www.catholic.org.au/bishops-commission-for-
pastoral-life/alternative-to-euthanasia. 
 

 
 
 
 
There will be much debate in 2017 about this 
matter and sadly, it would appear that Victoria will 
be the first jurisdiction where this might have  
serious chance of becoming into law, I hope not. 
 
One of the uncertainties about this issue is the 
question, ‘just where will this end’? Once  
euthanasia becomes an accepted practice in 
treating the terminally ill it is a shorter step to 
extending this to other areas of life.” 
Bishop Patrick O’Regan. Bishop of Sale 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CLOSURE OF PARISH OFFICE. 
The Parish Office will be closed from Monday 

26th of December 2016 reopening Monday 16th 
January 2017. Messages can still be left during 

this time. 
 
 
 
 



 
RECONCILIATION BEFORE CHRISTMAS 
As well as regular times there is to be a  
communal service of Reconciliation at St Ita’s 
Church on Tuesday December 20 at 7.30pm 
 
CHRISTMAS MASSES 
 
Saturday December 24:  
7.00pm  Marist-Sion Hall   
   (6.30pm Carols) 
9.00pm   St Joseph’s Church 
 
Sunday December 25: 
9.00am   St Ignatius’ Church 
9.00am  St Joseph’s Church 
10.30am  St Ita’s Church 
 
HELP NEEDED FOR CHRISTMAS MASSES 
We are looking for Greeters, Readers,  
Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist etc 
for our Christmas Masses. If you would like to  
volunteer you are welcome to fill in the sheet 
provided in the foyer of the Church.  Inquiries: 
Joan Robertson: 56231642 or Barb Durand: 
56254406 
 
CLERGY MOVES 
Bishop Pat O’Regan has made the following 
appointments of Priests: 
 
Parish Priest: 
Fr. Bernard Buckley to St Patrick’s Pakenham 
Fr Francis Otobo to Traralgon and Yarram 
Fr Siju Xavier to Morwell and Churchill. 
 
Assistant Priest: 
Fr Darek Jablonski to St Mary’s Bairnsdale 
Fr Anthony Rebelo IVD to St Agatha’s  
           Cranbourne. 
Fr Edwin Ogbuka to Morwell and Churchill 
Fr Solomon Okeh to St Mary’s Cathedral,  
   Sale 
All effective at 27th January 2017. 
 
Fr Saji John Valiyaveettil has arrived in the 
Diocese this week. Initially he will be in Sale 
then move to St Michaels’ Traralgon . As well 
as ministering in the parishes of Traralgon 
and Yarram he will also serve Catholics of the 
Syro-Malabar rite in Gippsland. 
 
Fr Edwin and Fr Solomon are arriving from 
the Diocese of Otukpo, Nigeria. 
 
CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES DIOCESE OF 
SALE. 
Christmas Mass times around the Diocese 
has been uploaded onto the Diocesan  
Website. 
  
The link is:  http://www.sale.catholic.org.au/
parishes/christmas-masses.html 
  

 
JOSEPH 
While Luke focuses on the birth of Jesus from 
Mary’s point of view, Matthew’s Gospel tells 
the story from Joseph’s. Joseph must have 
been extremely confused when he learned of 
Mary’s pregnancy. He plans to quietly 
‘dismiss’ her so as not to put her in danger. 
Mary’s options were bleak without Joseph; 
her fate is very much in his hands. He is  
immediately obedient and says yes to his call. 
Joseph welcomes Mary and gives this child 
the name he is instructed: Jesus. 
  
We hear very little about Joseph in the  
Gospels and he is sometimes a forgotten 
figure in the Jesus story, yet his decision to 
follow God’s call is hugely important as he 
fulfils his promise to protect Mary from  
danger. Joseph’s ‘yes’ to God sets him on a 
dangerous path. He must protect his family 
and this will mean later leaving their  
homeland, becoming refugees fleeing the 
terror of Herod. 
  
Each time God speaks to Joseph, it is 
through his dreams. The Word of God which 
comes to Joseph gives him a new meaning 
and a new mission in life. Today, can you 
reflect on how God speaks to you? In what 
ways do you hear God’s word? And when you 
hear God’s word, what is your response? 
When you have said ‘yes’, where has that led 
you? 
 
Today we can pray for those who are faced 
with tough decisions and who must chose the 
more difficult path. It requires strength and 
bravery.        From Intercom Magazine 
  

ST JOSEPH’S NEWS. 
 
ST VINCENT DE PAUL  
CHRISTMAS TREE 
Once again St. Vincent De Paul Society is  
appealing for support for hampers and toys 
for our less fortunate friends. The Christmas 
tree will be placed in the Church foyer with 
gift cards displayed. Please help by taking a 
card and buying a gift. There is no need to 
wrap it as we need to see the gift to give it to 
the right recipient.  Hampers and gifts will be 
distributed on 20th December. 
 

 
CHRISTMAS APPEAL - THANK YOU. 
Warragul, St Vincent de Paul Conference 
would like to thank parishioners for their very 
generous financial support to assist our work 
in the local community. A total of $1924.40 
was donated. Merry Christmas and blessings 
for 2017. 
 
 

 
ST ITA’S NEWS.   

 
ROSTERS FOR READERS AND  
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF THE 
EUCHARIST AND COMMUNION TO THE 
SICK: 
New rosters for these ministries will be drawn 
up in January, so if you would like to  
volunteer for one of these important ministries 
in our parish, please contact Barbara Durand 
on 56254406 or email  
cathstita@dcsi.net.au.  If you are already on 
the list and wish to have your name taken off 
please let us know. The Eucharistic ministers 
help with Communion at Mass on Sunday, 
and we also have a list of volunteers to take 
communion to the sick after Mass on  
Sundays as well as Communion to Lyrebird 
and Amberlea nursing homes on Tuesday 
morning after Mass.  
Please note:  If you have not completed 
your Working With Children check, you 
will not be able to continue with these 
ministries. 
 
ST ITA’S  PASTORAL CARE 
The team provides casseroles for families  
suffering bereavement or ill health.   Please  
contact our Coordinators Colleen Butterworth 
on 56251705/ 0419104310 or David Daly on 
0434142236 if you know of anyone who may 
need assistance. 
 
ST ITA’S SCHOOL 
It has been a huge week for our grade 6  
students; firstly they had their celebration day 
followed by their graduation Mass and dinner 
in the hall on Tuesday night. On Thursday 
night we had our very successful carols night, 
a great time was had by all. Our final school 
reports went out to all families on Thursday 
afternoon with some very relieved students. 
Our final assembly for the year was held on 
Friday afternoon where awards were handed 
out and our current student leaders passed 
the baton to next year’s student leaders. On 
behalf of the St Ita’s school community I 
would like to wish everyone a very, Holy, 
happy, and safe Christmas and thank you for 
the support you have given us over the year.  
 
CWL RAFFLE RESULTS 
1st Prize Gina Pandolfo 
2nd Bob Allen. 
Thank you to those who bought tickets. 
 
 



PASTORAL SERVICES 

 
CatholicCare Family and Relationship Counselling:  

and Natural Family Planning:  Ph: 5622 1188 

 

St. Vincent de Paul Centre: Gladstone Street  

 Warragul.  Ph: 5623 4582 

 

St. Vincent de Paul Conference helpline: 

Warragul Ph: 5623 6741    Drouin Ph: 5625 4715 
 

Reconciliation Times:Reconciliation Times:Reconciliation Times:Reconciliation Times:    
  Warragul   Wednesday 9.15-9.25am         
                        Saturday 10.30– 11.00am;         
           6.30-6.50pm 
   Drouin       Saturday 10.00am 
 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 
       Tuesday 10am-11am-Drouin 
        Saturday 10am-11am-Warragul      
                     Finishing with Benediction.        
 
Baptism Information Sessions:Baptism Information Sessions:Baptism Information Sessions:Baptism Information Sessions:    
(for Parents and Godparents) 
 First Sunday of Every Month 3.00-4.30 pm 
Marian Room (enter from Bowen Street Warragul) 
Warragul Office Hours: Monday to Friday 9am to 3pm 
Warragul Piety Stall Hours: Before & after 9am Mass 
Drouin Piety Stall Hours: Before & after 10.30am Mass 
BULLETIN NOTICES CLOSE  THURSDAY 3 PM 

ROSTERS   
 

St Joseph’s 
 

17/18 December 
Greeters 
7pm   M Weggelaar, A Mitchell, A Mitchell. 
9am  J Kennedy, P Heffernan, B McIntosh 
Readers 
7pm  G Rabl 
9am  K Thompson 
Communion Ministers:  
7pm  N Coster, M Gleeson 
9am  E Orchard, R Thompson, P Ryan 
Offertory 
7pm  A & A Mitchell 
9am   S Pongracic 
Extraordinary Ministers to Sick 
J Steven, M Christian, R Thompson 
Counters  J & B Robertson, C Henshall 
 
 

St. Ita’s 
Church Flowers & Dusting 
18/12 T Meggetto 
Eucharistic Ministers:    
18/12 O Farina 
Longwarry & Drouin Sick   
18/12 F Godfrey 
Amberlea:     
20/12 B Durand 
Lyre-Bird:    
20/12 G Collins 
Readers      
18/12 A Coonan 
Welcoming families:  
18/12  I Daly 
Offertory families:  
18/12 Childrens Liturgy 
Piety Stall  
18/12 F Godfrey, I McLean 
 
                       St  Ignatius’ 
Church cleaning:  
24/12 C Langelaan 
31/12 R & T Thornton 
Readers:  
18/12 J Younger 
Communion Minister  
18/12 B Tolan 
Offertory Procession 
18/12 Hickmott Family 

Please pray for the following of our 

Parishes: 

 

Mass Intentions Mass Intentions Mass Intentions Mass Intentions     
    

Saturday 5.30pm Neerim South Antoinette Schellekens 
Saturday 7pm Warragul Robert Ballingall 
Sunday 10.30pm Drouin Drago Tensek, Ana Urban 
Monday 9.30am Warragul Paul Dalfsma 
Wednesday 9.30am Warragul Agnes Grogan Edward 
O’Neill  
Thursday 9.30am Drouin Friends of the Suffering Souls 
Friday 9.30am Warragul Friends of the Suffering Souls 
 
RECENTLY DECEASED   Kevin Rankin, John Nielsen, 
Tess O’Connor 
 
ANNIVERSARIES   Lynda Quirk, Ken Humphrey, Peter 
& Thera Slegers, Catherine Masterson, Antoinette 
Schellekens, Robert Ballingall, Drago Tensek, Ana 
Urban, Paul Dalfsma, Agnes Grogan, Edward O’Neill  
 
BAPTISM  We welcome into the parish family the  
following children and their families through the  
Sacrament of Baptism. Riley & Kody Willis, and  
Dallas, Charlie & Imogen Ward. 
 
 
 

FAITHFUL JOSEPH 
Faced with hurts and humiliations, ethical and moral 
dilemmas in our lives, we could do a lot worse than 
following the example of Joseph, the Nazarene      
carpenter. 
 
Joseph would have been, to say the least, mortified, 
perturbed and confused to discover that his betrothed 
is pregnant and he knows he is not the father. What 
personal, ethical and moral decisions must he make? 
He is certainly not going to live with Mary now but 
should he, as was his right according to the law,  
publically reject Mary? She would be stoned to death! 
He must have been tempted. Instead, as an  
honourable man, Joseph determines to informally, 
quietly, divorce her instead. This is a man of courage 
and compassion who sees beyond his own personal 
perspective. 
 
Joseph doesn’t lash out angrily in his hurt but rather, 
we imagine, goes to bed prayerfully, ruefully, ponder-
ing on this debacle in his life. In an astounding revela-
tion, God sends him clarity to resolve matters and to 
go forward with confidence. 
 
Matthew’s gospel (Mt 1:18-24) seamlessly links the 
angel’s message to Joseph with the Old Testament 
prophecy from Isaiah (Is 7:10-14) in our first reading 
this Sunday. Joseph understands that his awesome 
mission is to protect the mother of God and her Son. 
His demeanour has much to teach us. 
His steadiness of character and his reflective, consid-
erate decision making are worthy of emulation. Jo-
seph’s compassionate humanity manifests so that, 
whatever the legalities, whatever his hurt, he doesn’t 
want barbaric revenge on Mary. Neither she nor her 
child deserve to die and his compassionate instinct is 
still to spare her indignity. 
 
Situation clarified, Joseph immediately embraces the 
mission God has called him to, without counting the  

 
cost. Would that we all be faithful as Joseph is faithful! 
Deacon Mark Kelly 

 
CALLED & GIFTED: CATHOLIC SPIRITUAL GIFTS 
Our Parishes are blessed with many people who share 
their gifts within our Church and the wider community. 
Appreciating spiritual gifts helps us to see that our 
Parishes are places of gifts rather than places of 
needs. 
 
The spiritual gift of  LEADERSHIP empowers a Chris-
tian to be an agent of God’s purposes by sharing a 
compelling vision of a better future with others and by 
directing the overall efforts of a group as they work 
together to make the vision a reality. People with the 
gift of leadership are God’s catalysts. It is strange but 
true that a group of highly intelligent and competent 
people concerned about a serious problem can find 
themselves just milling about hopelessly. But if some-
one with the gift of leadership is present and says ‘We 
can change this – and here’s how,’ an amazing trans-
formation can sweep through the group. Leaders call 
us to God’s purposes and set our overall direction. 
 
Saint Teresa of Avila (1515-1582) 
Mystic, reformer and Doctor of the Church, Teresa 
was a woman of tremendous vision and courage. She 
started the discalced (shoeless) Carmelite order in the 
teeth of ferocious opposition. Witty and charming, she 
personally founded sixteen women’s houses and  
facilitated the founding of a discalced men’s order with 
the assistance of a wide circle of clerical and lay  
supporters. As Teresa was fond of saying, ‘Why 
should we not expect great things of God/ We serve 
One who is all powerful.’ 
 

 



LITURGY OF THE WORD 

FIRST READING Is 7:10-14  

A reading from the prophet Isaiah  

The Lord spoke to Ahaz and said, ‘Ask the Lord your God 

for a sign for yourself coming either from the depths of 

Sheol or from the heights above.’ ‘No’, Ahaz answered ‘I 

will not put the Lord to the test.’  

Then Isaiah said:  

‘Listen now, House of David:  

are you not satisfied with trying the patience of 

    men without trying the patience of my God, too?  

The Lord himself, therefore,  

will give you a sign.  

It is this: the maiden is with child  

and will soon give birth to a son  

whom she will call Immanuel,  

a name which means “God-is-with-us”.’  

The Word of the Lord. 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM  Ps 23:1-6. R. see vv 7. 10  

(R.) Let the Lord enter; he is king of glory.  

1. The Lord’s is the earth and its fullness,  

the world and all its peoples.  

It is he who set it on the seas;  

on the waters he made it firm. (R.)  

2. Who shall climb the mountain of the Lord?  

Who shall stand in his holy place?  

The man with clean hands and pure heart,  

who desires not worthless things. (R.)  

3. He shall receive blessings from the Lord  

and reward from the God who saves him.  

Such are the men who seek him,  

seek the face of the God of Jacob. (R.)  

 

 

SECOND READING Rom 1:1-7  

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans  

From Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus who has been called 

to be an apostle, and specially chosen to preach the Good 

News that God promised long ago through his prophets in 

the scriptures.  

This news is about the Son of God, who, according to the 

human nature he took, was a descendant of David: it is 

about Jesus Christ our Lord who, in the order of the spirit, 

the spirit of holiness that was in him, was proclaimed Son 

of God in all his power through his resurrection from the 

dead. Through him we received grace and our apostolic 

mission to preach the obedience of faith to all pagan  

nations in honour of his name. You are one of these  

nations, and by his call belong to Jesus Christ. To you all, 

then, who are God’s beloved in Rome, called to be saints, 

may God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ send grace 

and peace.  

The Word of the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Mt 1:23  

Alleluia, alleluia!  

A virgin will give birth to a son;  

his name will be Emmanuel: God is with us.  

Alleluia!  

 

 

GOSPEL Mt 1:18-24  

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew  

This is how Jesus Christ came to be born. His mother 

Mary was betrothed to Joseph; but before they came to 

live together she was found to be with child through the 

Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a man of honour 

and wanting to spare her publicity, decided to divorce her 

informally. He had made up his mind to do this when the 

angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 

‘Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home 

as your wife, because she has conceived what is in her by 

the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son and you must 

name him Jesus, because he is the one who is to save his 

people from their sins.’ Now all this took place to fulfil the 

words spoken by the Lord through the prophet:  

 The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son  

 and they will call him Emmanuel,   

a name which means ‘God-is-with-us’. When Joseph woke 

up he did what the angel of the Lord had told him to do: 

he took his wife to his home.  

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

 

 
 

 

    

    
Next Weeks ReadingsNext Weeks ReadingsNext Weeks ReadingsNext Weeks Readings    

    
    
    
    

The Nativity of the LordThe Nativity of the LordThe Nativity of the LordThe Nativity of the Lord    
    


